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NOTE:  This suggested revision of the GNU General Public License was written by 
Matthew R. Harris, CEO of Embedix, Inc.  This is NOT an official version of the GNU 
General Public License.  It is for informational purposes only.   
 
 
 
 

Suggested Revision of the 
GNU GENERAL PUBLIC LICENSE 

Version 3.0, May 2001 
 

Copyright (C) 1989, 1991, 2001 Free Software Foundation, Inc. 
59 Temple Place, Suite 330, Boston, MA  02111-1307  USA 

www.gnu.org 
       

his License applies to any Software licensed under the GNU General Public License. 

ou can use GNU GPL Software for any purpose.  You can modify, copy and distribute GNU 
PL Software, including derivatives, for commercial or non-commercial purposes.  

n return, you must agree: 

1. That if you create a derivative of GNU GPL Software and choose to distribute it, you will 
distribute it under the terms of this License.  This obligation arises only if you choose to 
distribute the derivative – the mere fact that you have created a derivative does not give 
rise to any licensing obligations. 

 
2. That if you distribute GNU GPL Software, you include two things:  a copy of this license 

and a ready means of obtaining the source code for the Software. 

3. That if you distribute a derivative of GNU GPL Software, you include a notice explaining 
the changes you made. 

4. That if you distribute GNU GPL Software, including derivatives, you do not impose 
additional license conditions beyond those set forth in this License.  You may grant 
additional rights, if you wish – such as warranty rights – but you may not impose 
restrictions beyond those set forth here. 

5. That you will not remove copyright notices in the Software. 

6. That unless someone grants you express warranty rights, in writing, the GNU GPL 
Software comes “as is,” with no warranties.  This means no implied warranty of 
merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose or any warranty of non-infringement.  
You must pass this disclaimer on if you distribute GNU GPL Software, including 
derivatives. 
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7. That the copyright holders will not be liable for any of those types of damages known as 
indirect, special, consequential, or incidental related to the Software or this License, to 
the maximum extent the law permits.  This limitation must also be passed on if you 
distribute GNU GPL Software, including derivatives. 

 
8. That if you sue anyone over patents that you think may apply to the Software for a 

person’s use or distribution of the Software, your license to the Software ends 
immediately and automatically. 

 
9. That your rights under the License end immediately and automatically if you breach it in 

any way. 
 
A few explanatory comments: 
 

1. A derivative of a GNU GPL Program is a derivative work as defined under U.S. 
copyright law.  That said, the following works do not constitute derivatives:  an 
application program running in conjunction with an operating system licensed under the 
GNU GPL (just as an application program running in conjunction with Microsoft 
Windows is not a derivative of Windows); or a device driver running as a kernel loadable 
module in conjunction with an operating system licensed under the GNU GPL.  These are 
meant as examples only – the list is not meant to be complete. 

 
2. You can charge any price you like for GNU GPL Software, provided you are in 

compliance with this License. 
 

3. We may, from time to time, update this License.  Each time we do, we’ll attach a new 
version number to it. 

 


