
 
 

STATEMENT OF ASSURANCE 
 
SELinux is a form of the Linux operating system kernel that incorporates certain security 
features and functions.  Secure Computing Corporation is the owner of certain patents 
rights that may be infringed by the use, modification or distribution of SELinux.  Secure 
Computing wants to assure the open source community that, subject to certain 
limitations, Secure Computing will not enforce those patent rights with respect to the use, 
modification or distribution of SELinux.  This Statement of Assurance is provided to give 
that assurance, and to describe the limitations applicable to that assurance. 
 
Subject Patent Rights.  The patent rights that are the subject of this Statement of 
Assurance (the “Subject Patent Rights”) are the rights enforceable by Secure Computing 
under applicable law to prevent the infringement of United States patents 4,621,231, 
4,713,753,  and 4,701,840 (the “Subject Patents”). 
 
Non-Assertion.  Subject to the limitations described in this Statement of Assurance, 
Secure Computing will not assert the Subject Patent Rights with respect to any use, 
modification or distribution of SELinux software that is permitted by, and is in 
compliance with, the terms and conditions of Version 2 of the GNU General Public 
License (the “GPL”). 
 
SELinux Limitation.  The commitment not to assert the Subject Patent Rights that is 
made by Secure Computing in this Statement of Assurance (the “Assurance”) is limited 
to SELinux software that is release under, and governed by, the GPL.  The Assurance 
does not apply to any other software, product or service. 
 
Secure Computing recognizes that SELinux will change over time, and that the open 
source community will be concerned about the applicability of the Assurance to new 
versions of SELinux.  It is not the intention of Secure Computing to limit the Assurance 
to one version of SELinux.  However, Secure Computing does not extend the Assurance 
to software that merely interoperates with SELinux, or is merely included with a 
distribution of SELinux.   
 
Subject Patent Rights Limitation.  The Assurance is limited to the Subject Patent 
Rights.  Secure Computing does not waive, modify or release any other patent or other 
intellectual property right that is owned or licensable by Secure Computing, or any rights 
in or to any software or other product.  In addition, Secure Computing does not waive, 
modify or release any of the Subject Patent Rights, or any other right in the Subject 
Patents, except as expressly provided in this Statement of Assurance.  Secure Computing 
reserves the right to assert the Subject Patent Rights with respect to VPN gateways, 
perimeter and distributed firewalls, URL filtering, authentication and authorization for 
applications, hosts and devices, and other products, features and functions that are 



beyond the scope of the Assurance.  The use or distribution of such products, features or 
functions with SELinux will not make the Assurance applicable to them. 
 
No Third Party Restrictions.  This Statement of Assurance is made by Secure 
Computing alone, and does not bind or obligate any other person or party.  Secure 
Computing may license or otherwise transfer any or all of its rights in the Subject Patents, 
including the Subject Patent Rights, without any restriction or condition.  The recipients 
of such rights are not bound by this Statement of Assurance, and may assert any rights 
acquired from Secure Computing without any limitation or restriction. 
 
Other Patents.  Secure Computing may have rights in other patents that are applicable to 
SELinux, and similar or related products.  Secure Computing retains all of its rights in 
those other patents, including the right to prosecute any infringement of those patent 
rights.  Nothing in this Statement of Assurance will limit Secure Computing’s right to 
acquire or assert additional patent rights, whether by license, assignment or application. 
 
No License.  No license is granted in this Statement of Assurance with respect to the 
Subject Patents, or any other patent or other intellectual property right, or software or 
other product.   
 
Limited Assurance.  The Assurance is the only commitment made by Secure Computing 
in this Statement of Assurance.  Secure Computing disclaims all other promises, 
commitments or assurances of any kind, whether express or implied, including but not 
limited to any assurance that SELinux does not infringe any patent or other intellectual 
property right owned or enforceable by Secure Computing or any other party or person.  


