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Abstract:
This  paper  introduces  a  genre-based  support  system  for  the  production  of  legal
documents, such as contract, wills, patents, and case reports. This system is　targeted
at legal professionals, paralegals, and law school students. The complex language of
legal documents poses a challenge to even experienced legal professionals. The hurdle
becomes higher for paralegals and law students. This　paper introduces a system that
offers support for the preparation of legal documents using genre-based corpora with a
pedagogical  strategy  to  aid  linguistic choices  during  the  task  of  drafting  legal
documents.  Noguchi’s (2004)  pedagogic  approaches of OCHA (observing,  classifying,
hypothesizing and applying text features) and PAIL (identifying the purpose, audience,
information and language features of genre texts) are used to reveal key linguistic
features of recurring legal communicative events and aid in their interpretation and
production.


