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The “Language Problem“

Member of EP: “It is indeed true that the language 
problems are considerable. The average cost of a patent 
is about € 30.000, much higher than in the United States, 
and that is because 40% of those costs are taken up by 
language problems – the translation costs […].”
EPO‘s machine translation project



Unique Challenges of PT

Both legal and technical language
Patent regulations vary between countries
Elusive nature of patents
Terminology problem

Translator must develop expertise
Teamwork



Language vs. Pragmatics

“Device for Controlling a Computer Mouse-Type Cursor”
“A Device for Controlling a Mouse-Type Computer 
Cursor“

“Fig. 1” „Fig. 1“, «Фиг. 1»



Enigmatic Figures



Enigmatic Figures



[…] To facilitate 
assembly, the latter 
surfaces are embodied 
in the form of 
supporting ??? 14.

Enigmatic Figures



Coverslipping

www.brooksidepress.org



A Microtome

http://personalpages.manc
hester.ac.uk/staff/j.gough/l
ectures/the_cell/visualising
_cells2/microtome.jpg

http://imaginglinux2.omrf.o
uhsc.edu/virtour/images/eq
uipment/Shandon%20Fine
sse%20Microtome.jpg



The Field

http://www.botany.hawaii.edu/facu
lty/webb/BOT410/Microscope%20
Tutorial/ScopeDOC/CSliphtml.htm



The Contract

Russian PCT application
Translations into German and English
– National patents in Germany, USA and Japan

Caveat lector
– German translation of Russian original inexact:

• “Einschluß” should be “Eindeckung”
• “Einschlußanlage” should be “Eindeckanlage”

– WO publication also inexact:
• “Enclosing” should be “coverslipping” 
• “Deckgläser are “coverslips”



Internet Search



Internet Search: Microscopic mounting



Internet Search: Histological techniques



Cited Prior Art







Bibliographical References



Bibliographical References



Pleuelstange = Conrod ??



“Coverslipping” as Verb



United States Patent 4428793



United States Patent 4428793



British vs. American English



United States Patent 5989386 



Mountant



State – Report – Declare – Point out



Visualization of Tech. Drawings



Visualization of Tech. Drawings
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Questions ?

The End
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