
TABLE 2

Example stimuli, target responses, and results for Experiments 2 and 3.

Note: the ambiguity manipulation refers to the potential ambiguity of the target response, not the stimulus sentence.

Example Stimuli and Target Responses Exp. 2
% responses

Exp. 3
% responses

1. Ambiguous condition (i.e., ambiguous in the theme-early form):

STIMULUS (on screen):  A museum received Grant's letters to Lincoln from the foundation.

PROMPTING QUESTION (from addressee): What did the foundation do?

TARGET RESPONSES (speaker):

(goal-early) The foundation sent a museum Grant’s letters to Lincoln.

(theme-early) The foundation sent Grant’s letters to Lincoln to a museum.

67%

33%

54%

46%

2. Unambiguous condition (i.e., unambiguous in both forms):

STIMULUS (on screen):  A museum received Grant's letters praising Lincoln from the foundation.

PROMPTING QUESTION (from addressee): What did the foundation do?

TARGET RESPONSES  (speaker):

(goal-early) The foundation sent a museum Grant’s letters praising Lincoln

(theme-early) The foundation sent Grant’s letters praising Lincoln to a museum.

80%

20%

73%

27%




